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Piece inspired by
Mata ni Pachedi
goes to Spain fest
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Ahmedabad: Matani Pa-
chedi, a Gl-tagged legacy
of Ahmedabad, has beco-
me the source of inspira-
tionforastriking pieceof
textile art created by a
traditional Chitara artist
and a Turkiye-based ar-
tist. This 6ft by 5ft art-
work will be showcased at
the Xtant Art Festival to
be held in Mallorca, Spa-
in, next month. The vivid
piece, which depicts God-
dessKallalongwithother
motifs, has been created
in Ahmedabad.

Kirit Chitara, the pri-
mary artist, who worked
on the piece with Istan-
bul's JJennifer Ipekel, said
the collaboration happe-
ned after their earlier vi-
sit to Turkive with Mata
ni Pachedi. “The Xtant
ArtFestival isa prestigio-
us event. We wanted to
showcase the strong cul-
ture and tradition of Ma-
ta ni Pached| and kalam-
kari in the piece,” Chita-
ra said, The duo took aro-
und two months to create
the piece painted entirely
with natural dyes, he sa-
id.

Ipekel told TOI said
she was attracted by the

theme of goddess worship
and the symbolismsin Ma-
taniPachedi,alivingheri-
tage that has spanned ge-
nerations. “It is one of the
oldest practices in the
world, andevidence can be
found from various re-
gions — the goddesses we-
re seen as mothers who gi-
ve birth to everything and
are a source of life. In In-
dia, the divine feminine is
worshipped even today
with its diverse faces, and
it became a source of in-
spiration for us,” she said,

The artists feel that
their piece will be of the
creative source of life that
will motivate viewers to
connect with powers of
the sacred and unity. The
artists have also depicted
a 'dream tree’ along with
the goddess,

Chitara said  that
others such as Rohan Chi-
tara and other next-gene-
ration artists have also
contributed to the piece.
“For us, it is an extension
of the ethos of Mata ni Pa-
chedi, and taking it to a
more universal language.
Iseeitasanewexperience
forusand an attempt to ta-
ke the ancient art to new
audiences where we can
talk about its legacy and
importance,” hesald,




