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Ladakh celebrates first National Mega

Entrepreneurship Day

8 EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: The Union Territory of
Ladakh observed its first-ever
National Mega Entrepre-
neurship Day in Leh with

Me&;_ thusiasm and pride
“onSunday.

The event, an initiative of
the Department of Higher
Education, Administration of
UT Ladakh, was imple-
mented by the Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute of
India (EDII), Gujarat.

The grand event was
graced by the presence of the
Lieutenant Governor of UT
Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta,
who commended the young
entrepreneurs of Ladakh for

their creativity, determina-
tion, and contribution to the
region’s economic future.
Students from across
Ladakh, including the remote
regions of Changthang and

i

Drass, participated in the cel-
ebration, showcasing a di-
verse range of locally inspired
and skill-based products de-
veloped over the last four

Theirexhibitsincluded crochet crafts, eco-solar innovations, mush-
roomspaproducts, Drass pickles, graphicdesign works, bakery delights,
Kharnak embroideries, Himalayan apple crisps, and many other cre-
ativeventures.

The display reflected the entrepreneurial spirit of Ladakh’s youth
andtheregion’spotential for sustainable, locally driven economic growth.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General of
EDII, extended awarm welcometoall participants. Heurged theyouthto
hamfonnﬂmsdvmﬁmnjobsedc&sintojobmeators,mphasizingﬁxe
importanceofleveraging various Government of India schemesfocused
onentrepreneurship andyouthempowerment.

Heunderscored that theinitiative aims to promotelocal skills, cultural
heritage, and tradition-oriented education, integrating skill-basedlearn-
ingwithinschools and beyond academics.

Rudra Goud, Administrative Secretary of Industries, elaborated on
ﬂleMSMEsdmmandﬂxeirbeueﬁtsforsmaﬂbusimsmhasam
torggnkloans, designandresearch projects, and exportsupportforlocal
products.

Hee:mnagedshx!mtsandaspiﬁngeﬂrepmmmmdlmmbigand
overcomelimitations, expressing confidence that Ladakh could emerge
asa“unicornhub”in the near future.

Bhanu Prabha, Administrative Secretary of Higher Education,
thesharedlnmgh' i tgl'lu;oﬂxefour-month]oum' ey of thestartup initiativeand

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with EDIL She highlighted
ﬂlatoverl,soostudentsparﬁdpatedinﬂxepmgram,developingneaﬂy
100 innovative products thatwerelaunched publicly during the event.

She described this asa remarkable achievement and reaffirmed the
Administration’s commitment tonurturingmoresuch initiativesin the
yearsahead.

Inhiskeynoteaddress, Gupta congratulated the students and partic-
ipants fortheirremarkable enthusiasmand creativity.

Henoted that Ladakh stands among 22 states and UTs celebrating
thisspecial day and praised the region forembracingentrepreneurship
despiteitsfragile ecosystem and challenging climate.

He appreciated EDITI’s efforts in empowering youth and women
through trainingand innovation, noting thevital role of women’s self-help
groups and tourism-based enterprises in inspiring others. He further
emphasized the importance of eco-friendly sustainability, digital inte-
gration, and e-commercein shaping a prosperous future for Ladakh,

Hereaffirmed the Administration’s commitmenttosupporting such
developmental activities, encouraging youth to rely on their skills and
innovation.

Theevent concluded with avote of thanks by Shri Amit Kumar, Proj-
ect Director of EDIT, who announced the successful registration of 150 en-
trepreneurs on the UDYAM portal and celebrated the achievements of the
four-month startup journey. He expressed gratitudetoall stakeholders,
students, and mentors whomade theinitiative a resounding success.
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