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Afro-Asia centres
~ tobesetupins
African countries

2 " Our Bureau
 Ahmedabad, June 8

The Ahmedabad-based En-
trepreneurship - Development
Institute of India (EDI) has
been tasked by the Centre to
set up Africa-India Entrepre-
neurship Development Cen-

‘tres (AAEDC) in five African
countries.

At the recently-concluded
Second Africa-India Forum
Summit at Addis Ababa, the
Prime Minister, Dr Manmo-
han Singh, had announced im-
plementation  of several
projects in Africa, primarily to
strengthen partnership with
that continent. Among the pro-
jects to be implemented, EDI
has been assigned by the Min-
istry of External Affairs the
task of setting up Entrepre-
neurship Development Cen-
tres in five African countries,
to be identified by EDI in con-
sultation with the Centre and
the . Association of African
Countries, according toan EDI
gress release here on Wednes-

ay.

These exclusive centres devot-
ed to entrepreneurship devel-
opment would work towards
identifying  entrepreneurial
potential and aiding develop-
ment in a way to facilitate set-
ting up of small ventures. This
would work to address the
needs of a large part of the
population which is unable to
seek entrepreneurial career
due to a variety of constraints
such as information asymme-
try, knowledge gaps or fear of
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The centres would sow the
seeds of entrepreneurship
early in the life of young wom-
en and men, thereby motiva-
ti them to. consider
s'e%%—employment and entre-
preneurship as a career. They

can also contribute to improv-

ing the health of existing en-

terprises through ag counseﬁonslhng
training interventions.
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